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How to Use Profiles in Web Browsers

The latest edition of Apple’s Safari comes with a new feature of managing profiles. Although profiles
are not new to some web browsers such as Chrome, Firefox, Opera or Microsoft Edge, Safari’s
version of profiles has some nice features and are easier to access than others.

What are Browser Profiles?

A browser profile is a collection of settings, bookmarks, history, and other information that is
associated with a particular user or identity in a web browser. Each profile has its own separate
storage and settings, so that different users can have their own personalized browsing experience
on the same device. For example, Safari, Firefox or Microsoft Edge, will allow you to create multiple
profiles to manage different work and personal accounts. This can be useful if you need to switch
between different accounts for work or personal use, without having to log out and log back in each
time. In Google Chrome, you can create multiple profiles for different users and each profile will have
its own set of bookmarks, browsing history, and other settings. This allows each user to have their
own personalized browsing experience without affecting the other users’ profiles.

Why would | want to use profiles?

If you are one of the many users who have 20 personal and work tabs open at any given point, you
may be a candidate for using profiles. Think of how you browse during the course of the day. You
may have a tab opened to Apple support, Google, Duck Duck Go, your favorite band, Facebook
and the multiple tabs goes on. Wouldn't it be easier to separate these tabs into categories such as
work, hobbies, social media or research? Consider this, in one household where many people may
share a computer. Web browser profiles are a good way to keep everyone's browsing apart. But it's
probably a better idea to use separate user accounts in macOS, if you want any privacy or security.
But nothing's stopping you from using multiple profiles to keep things organized.

Which Web Browsers Support Profiles?

It may be easier to list the ones that do not support profiles. We will cover Safari and Google Chrome
and give you examples on how to use profiles in these web browsers.
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Safari
Profiles was introduced in Safari version 17. If you use the same Apple ID, profiles will automatically
sync between all of your devices that are using Safari 17 or later and you have Safari turned on in the

iCloud section of Apple ID settings.

A. Profiles in Safari on macOS
1. Launch Safari

2. Go to Safari > Settings
Safari File Edit View History Bou

Settings...

3. If this is your first profile you will see Start Using Profiles. Otherwise Click Add (+).

® OO0 Profiles
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General Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Privacy Websites Profiles Feature Flags

Profiles allow you to keep your browsing separated. You may want to set up a profile for work or school. Your history, cookies, and
website data will be separated per profile.
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4. Enter a name, for this example, we are naming this profile, Music.
5. Select a symbol.
6. Select a color.

7. Select the radio button for Create new bookmarks folder. A new folder will have the same name as

this profile. Bookmarks saved to the favorites folder appear in the Favorites bar for this profile.
8. Click Create Profile

Name: |
Symbol: 5
6
Y% Favorites 7
cen 8

9. After the profile is created you will be brought back to the Settings window. Here you can make
changes to the profile you just created, create more profiles add extensions you may need.

Close the Settings for Safari

E{: ® Profiles
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General Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Privacy Websites Profiles i d d Devels Feature Flags

Profiles allow you to keep your browsing separated. You may want to set up a profile for work or school. Your history, cookies, and
website data will be separated per profile.
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10. Confirm a new browser window appears with the profile name, symbol and color. Notice there is
no Favorites Bar listed.

> @ @ @ (Qberchorenteruebsie name ) @ E)N e =)
Profile menu
with the current ¥ Start Page
profile selected I

M Music - Favorites

Drag here to add to “Music"” Favorites. Background

( Open Bookmarks in Sidebar | has profile
symbol and

color on it's
own start page

Shared with You Show All @

1.3M likes, 62.4K comments.
“#drunkonaplane *

5593 likes, 109 comments. “The

cigarette in hand just kills me ¢ m M L B

TikTok - Caitlyn Birkett Ticket Forward Accept TikTok - Juan Franqui
tiktok.com s tiktok.com
© From Eugene > @ From Donna > & From Kristy >

A# Privacy Report

- Qafari hae nat ancaiintarad anu trackare in tha lact caven daus Yaur IP addrace ic hiddan from

B. Using Profiles in Safari

1. As you start to add bookmarks, you will see them appear along your Favorites Bar. Notice it will add
a bookmark to the profile-named folder.
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11. When creating a Tab Group, it will be saved under the selected profile.
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11. Click add New Tab Group((®). The “New Empty Tab Group” option allows you to organize
websites even more. If you have only one tab open you have the option to create “New Empty Tab
Group”. From within the sidebar you can also create Tab Groups.

eoe M =l (< |> @ & d-hey-y ic-tab-s3 ¢, © h + O
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Music — Start Page
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& Pink Floyd - Hey You (Acoustic) Tab D
[

Track: Acoustic Guitar - Acoustic Guitar (Nylon) Difficulty (Rhythm): 11 Revised on: 10/15/2014
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12. Click options (®) on your Tab Groups where you have the option to move your Tab Groups
between profiles. This may come in handy if you accidentally create a tab group under the wrong
profile.

eoe @O

ki Music — 3 Tabs
I chris Squire 1948-2015: t1

Music Tab Groups.

© Guitar and Bass Tabs @
Share Tab Group

Copy Links

Rename
Delete

Move to Prof >

Show Tab Overview
Show Tabs in Sidebar
—_—

13. Click the Profile menu and select another profile.

eoe [ < > 2 0 @ [QlSearch or enter website name
Music
Start Page
v Guitar and Bass Tabs 3% Start Page

 New Empty Tab Group

New Window > | New Personal Window
New Google-Personal Window
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|
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13. Confirm a new window opens with the selected profile. Notice how the appearance change with
the selected profile.

eoe M RLEAE < > @ Q Search or enter website name h+ O
g Jamf Pro Login-Beta GlyphSearch:...and Octicons (&) Control Panel...dministration
% Start Page

s % 2 0

5593 likes, 109 comments. “The
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Ticket Forward Accept sign In
atmib.com ‘squareup.com

TikTok - Caitlyn Birkett
tiktok.com

0 2 In the last seven days, Safari has prevented 2 trackers from profiling you. Your IP address is
‘hidden from known trackers and websites you visit.

Create a Profile in Safari on iOS/iPadOS
1. On your device, tap Settings.

2. Scroll to Safari.

3. Scroll to Profiles.

4. Tap New Profile.

8:20PM Mon Oct 9 = 96% @)

Settings

| — N —

=} contacts
-. Calendar
" Notes
Reminders
@ Freeform
. Voice Memos
O Messages
Q FaceTime

N News
. Stocks
a Weather
a Translate
i&_\ Maps
. Measure
. Shortcuts

@ Health

Separate Tab Bar

Open New Tabs in Background
When Using New Keyboard Shortcut

Close Tabs

Compact Tab Bar

Allow Safari to automatically close tabs that haven't recently been viewed.

PROFILES
Personal
Google-Personal
HCs

Foodie

Music

«©

Open Tab >

Manually >

New Profile
Profiles allow you to keep your browsing separated. You may want to set up a profile for work or school.

Your history, cookies, and website data will be separated per profile.

PRIVACY & SECURITY
Prevent Cross-Site Tracking

Hide IP Address

ST P TETO IO PTIEER o

«©

From Trackers >
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5. Enter a name. For this example, we are naming this profile, Sports.

6. Select a symbol.
7. Select a color.

8. Since we already had a folder named Sports, we will select it as a default folder to store the

bookmarks.
9. Tap done.

12:47AM Tue Oct10

Settings
Cancel New Profile
Contacts
Calendar
Notes Sports

Reminders A

Freeform

Voice Memos '

Messages
FaceTime )
Favorites

Open New Tabs

N News

B stocks
o Weather
a Translate
i&,‘ Maps
Measure
Shortcuts

Sportsman Sport's
Health

10. Launch Safari.

11. Tap on the profile menu.

= 100% 3

3 profile for work or school.

- — 8

From Trackers

«©

12. Tap Profile. Confirm the new profile appears in the menu.

12:48AM Tue Oct 10

(im) > & enwikipedia.org
a New Empty Tab Group Support » Nordcurrent

New Tab Group with

3 Tabs Q_ Search Wikipedia

v 3 Tabs
Private The Beanie Bubble

HCS Article  Talk

Recipes From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Beanie Bubble is a 2023 American comedy-drama film

directed by Kristin Gore and Damian Kulash Jr. from a

Profile  Personal & onthe 2015 book The Great Beanie

Personal on and the Dark Side of Cute by Zac
: Google-Personal # i Babies bubble. The film stars

Social

References 1 Banks, Sarah Snook, and
HCS ®

External links
Foodie 1 eased in select cinemas on July 21,

” ‘elease on July 28, 2023, by Apple
Music

The film depicts the meteoric rise in popularity of Beanie
Babies. Beanie Bubble tells the story behind the Beanie Baby
toy obsession that took off in the 1990s. It follows the story of
toy manufacturer turned billionaire Ty Warner, and centers
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Support » Nordcurrent

Search | Create account Login eee

YA 4languages v

Read Edit View history Tools v

The Beanie Bubble
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Google Chrome

Profiles in Google Chrome have been around for a while and makes good use when you have multiple
Google accounts. You can use this feature to separate your Google work account from your personal

account.

1. Launch Google Chrome.
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2. At the top-right, click Profile (€). In this example, we already have a personal account as a profile.

3. Click Add (+)

@® syncison

Other Profiles

O ouest

Person 1
Richard Goon
rikki6666@gmail.com
o B 9
G Manage your Google Account

4. Click Sign in.

LN
<

Google Chrome

Set up your new Chrome profile

To access your Chrome stuff across all your devices, sign in, then turn on sync.

Continue without an account
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5. Enter your Google account. NOTE: If you choose to sync to your Google Account, your profile

name will automatically be your account name.
6. Click Next

Google Chrome

Google

Sign in to Chrome

Use your Google Account

T oTPhonE
rikgoon6666@gmail.com |

—
Forgot ema?

Not your computer? Use Guest mode to sign in privately.
Learn more

Create account

English (United States) -

Help  Privacy ~ Terms

7. Enter the password for your Google account.
8. Click Next

Google Chrome

Google
Hi Richard

& rikgoonééé6@gmail.com v

—_—
[ Enter your password —\

Show password

English (United States) v Help Privacy Terms
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9. If You have two factor authentication, go to your secondary device and approve log in.

LN ] ‘Google Chrome

<«

Google
2-Step Verification

To help keep your account safe, Google wants to
make sure it's really you trying to sign in

@ rikgoonésés@gmail.com v

Open the Google app on iPhone

Google sent a notification to your iPhone. Open the Google
app and tap Yes on the prompt to verify it's you.
Don't ask again on this device

Resend it

Try another way

10. Choose Photo and color scheme.

N °
/ —
: . !
’
Welcome!

7dd 3 name or abel, ke Work or Personal

s 00

PDOGODOD
000000

Delete profle
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11. If you choose to turn sync on in Chrome with a Google Account for the new profile, your
bookmarks, history, passwords and other settings will sync automatically.

12. Click Yes, I'm In.

eoe Google Chrome

Turn on sync

Back up your stuff and use it on any device

Y Bookmarks
B Autofil
5} Extensions

Lo

History and more

o

You can always choose what to sync in settings. Google may personalize Search and

other services based on your history.

Setings o Thanks |

13. Confirm a new browser window opens with the profile you just created. Confirm that both browser
windows shows two different Google accounts.

& Finder Flo Edt View Go Window Hep $ @ ©® GBS 6 W T Acndeon @ O Q B O TeOcti0 1054AM

Two separate
profiles with
two separate
Google
accounts.

Google

Q_ Search Google or type a URL

NOTE: Unlike Safari, Google Chrome only syncs browser data when you are signed into another
device using the same Google account.



